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1 . (Cun-ently Amended) An iipparams comprising: 

a tclher having a length suitable for extending through a ventricle of a heart from, at a 
proximal end, an atrioventricular valve anniilus to, at a distal end, one of a wall of a ventricle and 
a papillary muscle within the ventricle; 

tea deformable aptaiion device coupled t^ aboui an axis of the teilier at a position 
correspoading to a location xo contact cu$ps oi'an atrioventricular valve during systole, the 
aptation device comprising a body having a cross-sectional dimension greater than a cross- 
sectional dimension of the tether; imd 

a fastening member coupled to the tether including a projection capable of anchoring the 
fastening member to a wall of a ventricle of a heaxt, 

wherein the tether and aptation device are suitable for percutaneous delivery to a patient. 

and 

wherein the tether extends through the aptation device and t lie distal end of the tether 
extends beyond a distal end of the aptation device. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) - Tho appammc of claim L-An appatams comprising: 

a terher havinp a length suitable for extending through a ventricle of a heart from, at a 
proximal end, an atrioventricular valve annulus to. at a distal end , one of a v^all of a ventricle and 
a papillary muscle within the ventricle wherein the tether comprises a sheath and a duplex spring, 
wherein the sheath surrounds the duplex spring about a length of the duplex spring; 

an aptation device coupled to the tether at a position correspondin g to a location to 
contact cusps of an atrioventricular valve during systole, the aptation device comprisine a body 
havinp a cross-sectional dimension greater than a cross-sectional dimension of t he tether: and 

a fastening member including a projection capable of anchoring the fastening m ember to 
a wall of a ventricle of a hea rt, 

vyherein the tether and aptation device are suitable for percu taneous deliveiy to a patient. 

and 
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wherein the distal end of the tether extends beyond a distal end of the aptat ion device. 



4. (Original) The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the sheath of the tether comprises a 
material that resists thrombosis. 

5. (Original) The appaiatus of clahn 1, wherein the teiher comprises sufficient torsional 
stiffness to respond in kind i\t the distal end to a torque applied at the proximal end. 

6. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the fastening member is 
coupled lo a distal end of the tether and the tether comprises sufficient tensile stiffness to 
withstand an extension of the teiher in response to ventricular pressure changes, 

7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the distal end of the tether comprises a 
fastening member adapted to couple the tether to a wall of a ventricle in response to a torque 
applied to the proximal end of the tether. 

g. (riifrmtly Amended) The apparatus of oloim 7 ,A n app a rams comprising: 

a tether having a length suitable for extending through a ventricle of a heart from, at a 

proximal end, an atrioventricular \^ve annulus to, at a distal end, one of a wall of a ventricle and 

a Dapaiarv muscle within the ventricle; 

an aptation device coupled to the t ether at a position corresponding to a location to 

contact cusps of an atrioventricular valve during svstole, the aptation d evice comprising a body 

haying a cross-sectional dimension greater than a cross-sectional dime nsion of the tether: and 
a fastening member including wh e r e in th & faotoning memb e r oompria es^ helical anchor 

coupled to a distal end of the tethe r having a length that may be completely embedded in a wall 

of a ventricle^ 

wherein the tether and aotation device are suitable for percutaneous d eliverv to a patient. 

and 

wherein tlie distal end of tJie tether extends bevond a distal end of the aptation device. 
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9. (Original) Tlie appai-atus of claim 8, wherein the helical anchor comprises a barbed 
coiled spruig. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) J - ho apparamr, of claim 7.An apoaratus comprising: 

a tether having a len^ah suitable for extending thr ough a ventricle of a heart from, at a 
proximal end, an atriovenuicular valve annulus to. at a distal end, on e of a wall of a ventricle and 
a papillary muscle within the ventricle: 

an aptaiion device coupled to the tether at a posirion correspond ing to a location to 
contact cusps oFan atriovenmcular valve during -svsiole, tlie aptation device com prising a body 
liaving a cross-sectional dimension greater than a cross-sectional dimensio n of the tether: and 

a fastening member comprising a projection capable of anchoring the f fl5n£ninp member 
to a wall of a ventricle of a heart, 

wherein the tether and aptadon device are suitable for percutaneous deli very to a patient. 

wherein tlie distal end of the tether extends beyond a distal end of the aptation device, 

and 

wherein the distal end of the tether comprises a fasteninp memh ^-r aHnpt^^d to couole the 
tether to a wall of a ventricle in reisponse to a torqu e applied to the proximal end of the tether 
fiirther comprising -and a patch having a cross-sectional area greater than a cross-sectional area of 
the tether and coupled about an axis of the tether at a portion proximal to the fastening member. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) - Pio appamtua of olaint - l - A n appar a tus comprising: 

a tether having a length suitable for extending thr ough a ventricle of a heart from, at a 
prnvimal g nd. an atrioventricnlar valve annulus to. ai a dist al end, one of a wall of a ventricle and 
a papillary muscle within the ventricle: 

an aptation device coupled to the tether at a position corresponding to a location to 
contact CUSPS of an atrioventricular valve during sy stole, the aptation device comprising a body 
having a cross-sectional dimension great er than a cross-sectional dimeni^ion of the tetlier; 

a fastening member including a projection capable oF anchoring the fastening member to 
a wall of a ventficle of a heart, 

wherein tlie tetlier ai)d aptation device are su itable for percutaneous delivery to a patient, 
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wherein the distal end of the tether extends beyond a distal end of the aptation device, 

and 

wherein the tether has a length suitable for extending, at a proximal end, through an 
interatrial sepnim, the apparatus flirther comprising a patch having a cross-sectional area greater 
ihan a cross-sectional area of die tether and coupled about an axis of the tether at a portion, when 
ihe lether is placed through an interatrial septum and coupled at its distal end to a wall of a 
ventricle, that is proximal to the interatrial septum, 

1 2. (Original) The appaj'atus of claim 1 1, further comprising a fastening member adapted lo 
fasten a distal side of the patch to the interatrial septum. 

1 3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 2, further comprising a stop coupled to tlie tether at a 
position on the proximal side of the patch. 

ClMms 14-16 (Canceled) 

17. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the aptation device is coupled te 
about the tether at a position corresponding to a position between cusps of an atrioventricular 
valve when the tether is positioned through an atrioventricular valve, and having a size suitable, 
when placed between cusps of an atrioventricular valve, that the cusps will aptate against the 
aptation device. 

18. (Original) The apparatus of claim 17, wherein the aptation device comprises a cylindrical 
body. 

19. (Original) The apparatus of claim 17, wherein a proximal end of the aptation device is 
coupled about an axis of the tether. 

20. (Original) Tlie apparatus of claim 1 7, wherein the aptation device comprises ai^ ellipsoid 
body. 
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21. (Canceled) 

22. (Currently Amended) Thn rippfirnms of claim 1 An apparatus comprising: 

a tether haviiiG a length suitable for extending through a ven tricle of a heart from, at a 
proximal end, an atrioventricular valve annulus to. ai a distal end, o ne of a wall of a ventricle and 
A papillary muscle within the ventricle: 

an aptation device coupled to the tether at a position correspondinp to a location to 
contact cusps of an atriovemriciilaj valve during systole, the aptation device comprisinG a body 
havinc a cross-sectional dimension greater than a cross-sectional dimension of the tether: and 

a fastening member including a projection capable of anchoring the fas tening member to 
a wall of a ventricle of a heart, 

wherein the tether and aptation device are suitable for percutaneous delivery to a patient 

wherein the distal end of the teiher extends beyond a distal end of the ap tation device. 

and 

wherein the aptation device is coupled to the tether at a position corresponding to a 
position completely within an atrium during systole when the tether is positioned tlirough an 
atrioventricular valve, such thai one or both cusps contact a surface of the aptation device during 
systole. 

23. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1. wherein the aptation device has a size that is less 
than a commissure of the cusps of the atrioventricular valve. 

Claims 24-27 (Canceled) 

28. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the apution device comprises a material 
that inhibits thrombosis. 

29. (Canceled) 

30. (Currently Amended) Th n nppf^rnfn g of olaim lAn apparams comprising: 
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a tftthisr having a len&Th suitable for extending through a ventric le of a heart fi'om. at a 
proximal end, an atrioventricular valve annulus to. ai a dist al end, one of a wall of a ventricle piKl 
a papillary muscle within the ventricle: 

an aptalion device coupled to the tether ai a position c orresponding to a location to 
cptitact cu5ps of an atrioventriculai' valve during svstole. th e aptaiion device comprising a body 
having a cross-sectional dimension greater than a cross-sec tional dimension of the tether; qnd 

a fastening member including a projection capabl e of anchoring the fastening member to 
a wall of a veniricle of a hesirt. 

wherein the lether and aptation device are suitable for percutaneous delivery to a patient, 

wherein the distal end of the tether extends bevond a distal end of the aptation device, 

and 

wherein the tether comprises a conductive lead. 

3 1 . (Original) The apparams of claim U wherein a coupling point of the aptation device to 
ihe tether is adjustable. 

Claims 32-72 (Canceled) 
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